
How to help prevent gas grill fires and explosions 
 
If the smell of grilled food gets your mouth watering, you are not alone. But grills at 
multifamily residences can be a source of danger to users and fellow unit holders. This post 
will help prevent gas grill fires... 
 

 

Each year there are hundreds of gas grill fires at apartment buildings causing injury and upwards of 
$140 million in property losses on average. 
                                                                                                                                          
Many explosions occur upon first use of the season or first use after refilling or replacing a grill’s fuel 
tank. And they don’t hurt only those standing nearby. Grill parts, metal from the tank and cooking 
implements can be propelled quite a distance, and fire from such an explosion can spread to units 
above and below the initial site of the incident. In some cases, the force can blow out windows, cutting 
anyone in proximity. 
  
The typical fire occurs because of leaky hoses or connections or because operators open the tank 
valve while the lid of the grill is closed. When the ignition button is pushed, it ignites the built-up gas, 
which acts like a bomb and can send metal shards flying. In some cases, the ignition button doesn’t 
work on the first few tries and owners allow the valve to remain open, creating a flare hazard when 
they try the ignition again (or assist with matches or a lighter). 
  
Some helpful hints owners of multiunit residential complexes can pass on to residents include: 
  

• * Keep fire extinguishers near all grill areas. 
• * Check all grill hoses and connections with soapy water to see if it bubbles anywhere, indicating a 

leak. 
• * Clean your grill before and after every use. Grease build up also can cause fires. 
• * Don’t keep hitting the igniter switch if the grill doesn’t light. Shut off the valve and wait a few 

minutes for the      gas to dissipate before trying again. 
• * Keep grills at least three feet from flammable objects and the walls of the apartment (check state 

and local laws    for stricter rules). 
• * Learn how to use the grill before trying to light it. Directions are on the propane tank and on the grill 

for safety. 
• * Protect against carbon monoxide poisoning. Grilling releases carbon monoxide that can flow back 

into the home    if doors or windows are left open. CO can also build up on balconies that are set back 
and have limited airflow. 
  
Establish clear rules for the use of grills in your lease agreements. You can take the edge off of all 
your restrictions regarding grilling by emphasizing the safety aspects of your policies. Additionally, 
know your state and local codes well and publicize them to residents. Some states prohibit rooftop 
grilling or use of open flames in proximity to residential structures. And it is standard for apartments 
and condominium complexes to prohibit all indoor storage of gas tanks. 
  
Offering fireproof, in-ground grills—typically charcoal platforms or boxes on a non-flammable surface—
in your outdoor common areas could be an alternative to balcony grills and hibachis. If your 
apartment complex offers these for resident use, make sure they are maintained. Also, discuss with 
your legal counsel the best means of reducing your liability for injuries sustained from use of such 
grills. 
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